Intestinal volvulus following laparoscopic surgery: a literature review and case report.
Since its introduction in the early 1990s, the laparoscopic cholecystectomy has become the standard surgical intervention for cholelithiasis. The laparoscopic technique is being used in an increasing number of abdominal procedures. Intestinal volvulus is a rare complication of laparoscopic procedures, such as the laparoscopic cholecystectomy. A review of the literature revealed 12 reports of this complication occurring without a clear cause. Etiologic factors that have been postulated include congenital malrotation, previous surgery, and intraoperative factors, such as pneumoperitoneum, mobilization of the bowel, and patient position. In this paper, we review the literature for this rare complication and report on a case of cecal bascule (a type of cecal volvulus) occurring following the laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Of the 12 prior reports of intestinal volvulus following laparoscopic procedures, 8 of these followed the laparoscopic cholecystectomy, of which two were cecal volvulae. This is the first reported case of a cecal bascule occurring following the laparoscopic cholecystectomy.